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On September 25, in the John Hancock Hall of the Back Bay Event Center in Boston, Massachusetts, Dr. Price was 
recognized as a guest of honor of the Society at its 726th meeting. During the meeting, Dr. Price gave a presentation on 
the new corneal transplant procedures known as DSEK, DMEK or DMAEK. Later, he was gifted with a beautiful sterling 
silver replica of a “Liberty Bowl” originally designed in 1768 by silversmith, Paul Revere. Copies of these bowls are now 
referred to as “Revere Bowls” and are used by the Society to show appreciation for the contributions of honored guests 
chosen to present at their annual scientific program. Congratulations, Dr. Price!

Dr. Price honored by New England Ophthalmological Society
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Lorene Spittler was born 
and raised in Illinois, and 
along the way, she learned 
to be proudly self-sufficient. 
Then life dealt her a harsh 
experience, helping her learn 
that giving and receiving are 
but two sides of the same 
coin.

Driving on October 26, 
1966, Lorene was hit head 

on by a speeding – and unlicensed- motorist. Trapped for an 
hour, she suffered multiple injuries and lost sight in her right 
eye. After surgery, she recalls waking up and being told that 
she had not been expected to live and, later, that she would 
never walk again.

After two months in the hospital, she came home in a 
wheelchair, determined to walk again. Her mother helped 
her with daily physical therapy until Lorene learned to stand, 
and, then to walk unassisted.

 

Fast forward forty-three years. Lorene had a cataract and 
pseudoexfoliation of the lens in her “good” left eye. Her 
doctor referred her to Dr. Francis Price in Indianapolis to 
remove the cataract. For two years, Lorene weighed the 
frightening possibility that if surgery in her good eye was 
unsuccessful, she would be sentenced to live with no sight 
at all. Her friend, Marilyn Story, encouraged her to have the 
consultation with Dr. Price before making a decision.

At the clinic, a technician performed a special refractive 
exam of Lorene’s eyes. Amazingly, she was found to have 
vision of 20/30 in the eye long believed to be “blind.”  
Dr. Price performed a lens implant in her right eye and she is 
gradually recovering. “I am impatient, “Lorene admits with 
a smile, “I don’t want to be a burden on anyone.” When her 
right eye is functional, she will proceed with surgery on her 
“good” left eye. 

Her advice to anyone facing vision challenges is simple: 
“Have them check your sight to see if you can be helped. 
There may be new information that can help. Don’t accept 
no and don’t ever give up hope.” 

Don’t Ever Give Up Hope
Learning to receive is as great a gift as giving 

Medical Insights from Dr. Price
Lorene’s eyesight has been impaired since the initial injury. 

Her natural lens was dislocated into the back of her right eye, 
depriving her of vision for many years. Pseudoexfoliation 
Syndrome is a relatively common disorder and happens in 
up to 35% of cataract patients more than 70 years of age. 
A deposit of a fluffy white substance occurs in the front 
part of the eye and can coat the surface of the iris and 
natural lens. This material can block the fluid drainage area 

of the eye causing glaucoma. It also leads to a weakening 
of the zonular fibers that hold the natural crystalline lens 
in place. This can lead to dislocation of the lens during 
cataract surgery, or even of the new plastic lens implant 
after surgery. Price Vision Group specializes in fixing these 
problems when they occur in Pseudoexfoliation Syndrome 
and that is why Lorene was sent to us.

follow up exams. We are also evaluating new ways to 
prevent patients from rejecting their cornea transplant and 
working to optimize outcomes for patients with glaucoma 
who need a transplant.

The Gift of a Future in Which Transplants Are No Longer Necessary
We are trying to help as many people as possible avoid 

the need for a transplant in the first place. For example, 
we are trying to figure out what causes Fuchs’ dystrophy 
so that we can diagnose and treat it early before vision 

deteriorates. Also, we are evaluating a new non-invasive 
treatment for keratoconus, a visually debilitating condition 
that strikes teenagers and young adults. The gift of sight will 
become a reality for these and hundreds of others with your 
continued support of our mission and faith in our work.

Thank you for all you have done, and will do again in 
2010, to help us share the gift of vision with others. Happy 
holidays to you and yours!

How We’re Having an Impact With Your Support
(Continued from page 3)
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During this holiday season, gifts are 
a recurring theme. We feel especially 
blessed at the Cornea Research 
Foundation to be intimately involved 
with both accepting and distributing 
the priceless gifts of corneas and sight. 
This giving and receiving is multifaceted 
and involves far more people and types 

of giving than you may have imagined.  
It All Begins With a Priceless Gift
One of the most obvious gifts is given when a generous 

family donates a loved one’s cornea to a grateful transplant 
recipient. Families of transplant recipients are often moved 
to become organ donors themselves after experiencing, 
firsthand, how a transplant can transform someone’s life. 

Donated corneas that are not suitable for transplantation 
are an equally special gift because they can be used to 
teach and train eye surgeons so they can help people 
see better with advanced transplant techniques. We have 
used corneas donated for research to develop new tissue-
sparing endothelial keratoplasty techniques (DSEK, DSAEK, 
DMEK, and DMAEK). These techniques have revolutionized 
transplant surgery by making it safer, providing more rapid 
visual recovery, and avoiding loss of eyes from minor trauma 
after surgery. Without corneas donated for research, these 
techniques could not have progressed as rapidly.  

The Cycle of Giving Continues
Transplant recipients perpetuate the giving by coming 

back for exams so we can learn more about how their 
donated corneas function and survive. This helps us improve 
the results and vision for those yet to receive a transplant. 
Some transplanted corneas are even donated a second time 
so that necessary research can be done to analyze how the 
donor and recipient meld together. 

The Foundation has tracked over 4000 patients with full 
thickness grafts for up to 10 years. In addition, we are 
following over 1500 endothelial keratoplasty patients. With 
the help of our patients, we have been able to collect and 
share with others the longest follow up information on the 
largest number of EK procedures performed anywhere in 
the world. Our excellent graft survival rates at 5 years, and 
beyond, have helped assuage fears of possible early graft 
failure with the new endothelial keratoplasty techniques.

A sweet 2-year-old girl that we recently transplanted 
with DSEK was a direct beneficiary of advances made 
possible by families who donated corneas for research and 
by the patients who have pioneered these new transplant 

procedures. This little girl’s eyes will 
remain stronger and more resistant to 
injury for the rest of her life because 
she had a DSEK procedure, which only 
requires a small incision. In addition, 
her recovery was simpler and safer 
because DSEK doesn’t require any 
sutures.

Gifts of Treasure Provide Gifts of Learning
We also appreciate the monetary gifts many of you are 

making to the Foundation because these allow us to teach 
and disseminate the information we learn so that physicians 
and patients around the world have a better understanding 
of how corneal surgery can help restore vision. For example, 
we have trained over 500 doctors from 23 countries in 
endothelial keratoplasty techniques.  

In addition, your gifts help support our work to grow 
precious cells from donated corneas in the laboratory so 
that one day we may be able to use a single donor cornea 
for 100 transplant recipients or more, to help alleviate a 
worldwide shortage of donor corneas. 

Your support has helped us learn that…
• One third of cornea transplant recipients develop high 

pressure in the eye, even if they did not previously have 
glaucoma, and that about one fifth experience a graft 
rejection episode.

• Compared with Caucasians, African Americans have 5-
times higher risk of developing a rejection episode.

• Surprisingly, one third of our patients who were rejecting 
their transplant didn’t even realize it – it was found during a 
routine follow up exam.  

We are using these findings to educate doctors and 
transplant patients about the importance of having routine 

Three years ago, we purposely began 
to focus on women by hosting an annual 
luncheon which we first held in April 
2008. We offered it again in April 2009, 
this time including an added feature – a 
Purse Auction. The event “sold out” and 
we raised $4,500 for the Foundation.

This year’s event will be held on April 22, 
2010 at the Renaissance Hotel in Carmel, 
IN from 11:30 AM to 1:30 PM. Tickets are 
$35.00 and include a gourmet lunch, a 
short program featuring Marianne Price, 

Ph.D. and, of course, a fabulous Silent Auction with 20 beautiful designer purses, each 
containing at least $200 worth of gift certificates for spa services, hotel stays, dinners at 
local restaurants and other exciting items. Look for your invitation in early March. Please 
email Elaine Voci if you would like to receive an invitation: elainevoci@cornea.org

Hard-working Women’s Committee Plans 
2010 Women’s Lunch and Purse Auction

What woman doesn’t love a purse?

Back row: left to right – Janet Gross; Rae Hostetler; Elaine Voci; Nichole Lindsay;  
Front row: left to right – Karen Hazel; Darlene Huse; Pat Chastain

Focus on Education Seminar 2009
Over 120 optometrists attend annual event

The annual all day seminar for 
optometrists was held on one of the 
most beautiful Indiana days in November 
– with warm temperatures, light breezes, 
and sunny skies. Despite the natural 
inclination to move outside into a day like 
that, 120 optometrists spent their time 
indoors attending the educational event 
at the Ritz Charles in Carmel, IN. The 
seminar offered continuing education 
credits and provided a special three hour 
workshop by Dr. Stephen Scoper on co-

management of IOL’s. Next year’s event will be held in the same place on Saturday, 
November 6, 2010. 

Left to right: Dr. Stephen Scoper, Laura Brost & Dr. Francis Price, Jr.
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The Gift of Sight

New LASIK Research Study Underway
Seeking Volunteers

In collaboration with Price Vision Group, the Cornea Research Foundation has begun 
a new LASIK clinical study and is now seeking candidates. Qualifying candidates will be 
compensated for their time. For more information about the study, or to see if you are a 
candidate, please contact Study Coordinator, Clorissa Quillin today at (317) 814- 2996.  


